THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

the means by which the government is to be assailed,
and the constitution destroyed/1

Once convinced, all relations with Jefferson were
terminated. It is interesting in this connection to
note something repeated by Madison, to the effect
that " General Lafayette related to me the following
anecdote, which I shall repeat as nearly as I can in
his own words. 'When I last saw Mr. Jefferson/ he
observed, 'we conversed a good deal about General
Washington, and Mr. Jefferson expressed high ad-
miration of his character. He remarked particularly
that he and Hamilton often disagreed when they
were members of the Cabinet, and that General
Washington would sometimes favor the opinion of
one and sometimes the other, with an apparent strict
impartiality. And Mr. Jefferson added that, so sound
was Washington's judgment, that he was commonly
convinced afterwards of the accuracy of his decision,
whether it accorded with the opinion he had him-
self first advanced or not/ "

A third Virginian who was almost as closely asso-
ciated was Edmund Randolph. There had been a
friendship with his father, until he turned Tory and
went to England, when, according to Washington's
belief, he wrote the "forged letters'1 which gave
Washington so much trouble. For the sake of the
old friendship, however, he gave the son a position
on his .-staflfj and from that time was his friend and
-.correspondent In the first administration he was
made Attorney-General, and when Jefferson retired
from office he became Secretary of State, In this
position he was charged with political dishonesty.
shaken my belief in the sincerity of a friendship,
